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French autograph letters  
and other rare manuscripts 

1. Heinrich Wilhelm Adalbert  of  Prussia (Berlin, 1811 - Karlsbad, 1873) Hohenzollern - German Navy 
Two autograph letters signed in German by the Admiral of  the Prussian Navy in 1854. When, in the 
course of  the war against Denmark, it became clear that Prussia's failure came from the sea, he became 
an ardent advocate of  a war fleet. At his suggestion, Frederick William IV entrusted him with the 
construction of  a port, which he had named Wilhelmshaven. From 1867, he was superior commander 
of  the Imperial Navy. Both letters are addressed to a Consul and are dated 1854 and 1870, one of  them 
concerning the “Télégraphie Nautique”. For a total of  1 p. in-4.                                           € 180  
 



2. Prince Sadrudin Agha-Khân (Neuilly-sur-Seine, 1933 - Boston, USA, 2003          Ismaili Imamat 
Photographic portrait with autograph dedication signed, dated 1966, by the Iranian diplomat. 
Compulsory schooling in Lausanne, followed by Harvard College. In 1958, he took up a post as 
Secretary of  UNESCO, which he combined the following year with the position of  UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees. He holds Pakistani, British, French and Iranian nationality. He speaks six 
languages. In 1977, together with Denis de Rougemont, he set up the Bellerive Group, from which the 
WWF was born. He is deeply committed to environmental protection.            € 120 
 



3. Louis-Auguste d'Albert d’Ailly (1676 - Paris, 1744).                  Le Marshal  de Chaulnes 
Autograph document signed, dated 18th August 1740 by the 4th Duc de Chaulnes. He took part in the 
Flanders and Italian campaigns, then became governor of  Amiens in 1729. A few years later, he 
distinguished himself  at the siege of  Philippsbourg and was appointed Marshal of  France in 1741. 
Document stating d’Ailly retirement.                                                 € 140 
 



4. Etienne Arago (Perpignan, 1802 - Paris, 1892)                                  Opéra-comique 
Autograph letter signed, dated “ce 30 Mai” by the French politician. Brother of  François Arago, he 
vacillated all his life between literature and politics. He was mayor of  Paris in September 1870 and 
curator of  the Musée du Luxembourg. Arago recommends a young man, M. Castagnet: “…qu'on a 
envoyé au Conservatoire dans l'espérance d'en faire un bon ténor…”. 1 p. ½. In-8.                          € 60 

 



5. Henri Eugène Philippe Louis d’Orléans (Paris, 1822 - Zucco, 1897)                The Duke of  Aumale 
Autograph letter signed, dated  “ce 16 Novembre 1886, Londres” by the Duke of  Orléans, son of  King 
Louis-Philippe. A general and historian, his name is linked to the conquest of  Algeria. He wanted to 
return to France for the 1870 war, but Napoleon III refused. In 1871, after the fall of  the Emperor, he 
returned to the government. He was proscribed again from 1883 to 1886. He bequeathed his Chantilly 
estate to the Institut. Academie française in 1871. Addressed to Paul Perret: “…J’ai reçu la première 
partie de votre livre: Un demi siècle d'Histoire populaire (…) ne peut manquer m'intéresser à plus d'un 
titre…”. 1 p. In-8.                                                  € 120 
 



6. Jules Barbier (Paris, 1825 - ib., 1901)                                Ambroise Thomas 
Lot of  five autograph letters signed sent to Ambroise Thomas and his wife, two of  them dated 1881 
and 1887, by the poet, writer, librettist, he often worked with Michel Carré. Playwright and songwriter 
whose music was written by Gounod or Offenbach. We report two extracts as a sample. 06.10.1881: ”Je 
vous envoie la modification du grand morceau de Mlle Richard. Cette nouvelle version l'abrège de huit 
vers”; Paris, 28.02.1887: "...tous nos gens, excepté ma fille qui est avec moi à Paris, ont subi la grande 
secousse à St Raphaël, sans autre accident que quelques lézardes…". For a total of  5 pp. in-8 and on 
two visiting cards.                                                     € 250 
 



7. Henry-Benjamin Constant (Lausanne, 1767 - Paris, 1830)            Pieces déposées au greffe 
Receipt of  a deposit, dated 30.05.1827, bearing the French writer’s signature under the imprint. After 
meeting Germaine de Staël, he became one of  the most influential figures in Paris. After 18 Brumaire, 
Bonaparte made him a member of  the Tribunal. In 1802, he had to leave the Tribunal and went into 
exile. He wrote and in 1806 published "Adolphe". Returning to France during the Restoration, he 
supported the Bourbons, but Napoleon appointed him State Councillor. After the fall of  the Empire, 
he took refuge in England. When the regime eased, he returned to France and resumed his place in the 
opposition, where he was one of  the most brilliant orators. 1 p. In-16. Included: reprint of  a portrait 
of  the actor.                    € 100 
 



8. Marcelin Berthelot (Paris, 1827 - Paris, 1907)                                           Chemistry 
Autograph letter signed dated “20 Juillet 97”. French politician and chemist. Professor at the Collège de 
France, senator, minister of  public education and then of  foreign affairs, he devoted his research 
activities to organic chemistry, studied the quantities of  heat involved in reactions (thermochemistry), 
and took part in the development of  smokeless explosives. He opposed the use of  atomic notation.   
Addressed to a colleague, concerning a publication: “... tout ce que je pourrai faire pour vous être 
agréable, ce serai de réunir la dernière lettre...pour la prochaine publication de la suite de la 
correspondance…”. 2 pp. In-8.                                                  € 120 
 



9. Louis Alexandre Berthier  (Versailles 1753 - Bamberg 1815)                         Service de santé des armées 
Fine and very interesting letter signed (faded signature) “Mal Alex. Berthier”, dated “Danzig, ce 1er Juin 
1807” by the Marshal of  France. Letter written two weeks before Friedland's victory; it relates to the 
ambulance vans which must follow each regiment; the Emperor asks if  all the regiments are equipped: 
“…du caisson destiné à transporter au moins six blessés et contenant une caisse d’instrument de 
chirurgie, une caisse complète de médicaments, cent livres de charpie, deux matelats et six brancards de 
sangle. S. M. demande à connaître si tout ces régiments sont pourvu de ce caisson, s’il a été entretenu 
avec soin et quel sont ceux qui ont négligé de se le procurer…”. 1 p. in-4.            € 250 
 



10. Hélène A. Bibesco (Bârlad, 1855 - Iași, 1902)                    Ambroise Thomas 
Autograph letter signed , postmarked 1887, by the Romanian Princess. Born Elena Costache Epureanu. 
Daughter of  the President of  the Council of  Romania and wife of  Prince Alexandre Bibescu. She 
played an active role in Parisian artistic life at the end of  the 19th century. She welcomed painters, 
writers and musicians to her salon. Addressed to Mme Ambroise Thomas: "…notre plaisir se trouve 
infiniment augmenté d'y aller avec vous…”. 1 p. In-16.                € 80 

 



11. Napoleon Louis Bonaparte (Meudon, 1864 - Prangins, 1932)                                Russian Army 
Autograph letter signed, dated “à Prangins le 12 septembre 1926” by the son of  Jérôme Napoléon and 
Clothilde de Savoie, brother of  Victor and Letizia. He had a military career in Italy and Russia. In 1910, 
he joined the Imperial Guard with the rank of  lieutenant-general. The revolution of  1917 put an end to 
his career and he retired to Prangins without descendants.  Addressed to a Colonel, inviting him “…de 
venir déjeuner avec moi jeudi 16 à 12.30?…”. 2 pp. On mourning cardboard.                                   € 40 
  
 



12. Roland Bonaparte (Paris, 1853 - Paris, 1924)                           Société de Géographie 
Autograph letter signed, dated “le 10 mai1895” by the French prince and president of  the Société de 
Géographie from 1910 until his death. He was the last male-lineage descendant of  Lucien Bonaparte. 
After graduating from Saint Cyr, he served as a second lieutenant in the 36th infantry regiment. In 
1886, he had to give up his military career because of  the new law prohibiting members of  families that 
had ruled France from serving in the army. He turned to geography, geology and ethnography. A keen 
traveller, he devoted himself  to botany, compiling the largest herbarium in the world. Addressed to a 
gentleman: “...je ne peux que regretter pour cette dernière l'absence de l'objet dont vous me parler dans 
votre aimable lettre du 2 mai…”. 1 p. In-8. With letterhead.                                                    € 60  



13. Louis-François Boufflers (Cagny, 1644 - Fontainebleau, 1711)                         Marshal of  France 
Fine letter signed, dated “A Versailles, le 16 janvier 1685” by the Marshal of  France. Appointed Marshal 
by Louis XIV in 1693, he defended Lille under siege in 1708, during the War of  the Spanish 
Succession, by Prince Eugène and the Duke of  Marlborough, capitulating after a three-month siege. At 
the battle of  Malplaquet (1709), replacing the wounded Marshal de Villars, he led the retreat. Boufflers 
addresses Mr. Duprez de St. Pierre: “… je vous prie, monsieur, de m'envoyer un controle exact des 
noms des officiers du régiment, tant en pied que réformez et de ma marquer autant que vous le pouvez, 
l’ancienneté de leurs commissions ou brevets…”. 1 p. In-8.                                          € 150 
 



14. Louis Auguste Victor de Ghaisne, of  Bourmont, (Freigné, 1773 - 1846)    Marshal of  France - Vendée 
Fine long l etter signed, dated “Paris le 14 Février 1828” by the count of  Bourmont, Peer of  France 
and Marshal of  France. He participated brilliantly in the Russian, Saxon and French campaigns. He was 
strongly opposed to Napoleon and deserted to the Prussian Army during the Hundred Day. As 
Minister of  War, he commanded the Algiers expedition, whose success earned him the title of  Marshal 
of  France (1830). He refused to swear an oath to Louis-Philippe, and was involved in the Duchesse de 
Berry's attempt to overthrow the Vendée (1832). Sentenced to death in absentia, he went into exile and 
returned to France after the armistice of  1840. Bourmont warmly intervenes on behalf  of  a lieutenant 
of  the 38th infantry regt. who has committed a serious offence (bringing a girl into his tent at the St. 
Omer camp). "… la faute d'un jour ne doit pas effacer 26 années de bons services…”. 2 pp. ½ In-4.  
                    € 150 
 



15. Victor-François de Broglie (Paris, 1718 - Munster, 1804)            Commandeur de l'ordre de Saint-Louis 
Autograph letter signed, dated “A Pyrmont ce 23 9bre 1797” by the Cavalry captain. He fought in Italy 
from 1734 to 1737. Promoted to general in 1742, he served in the Bavarian, Upper Alsatian and Rhine 
armies. Promoted Marshal in 1745, he took part in several battles in Germany. In 1789, Louis XVI 
entrusted him with command of  the troops assembled near Versailles and the Ministry of  War. He was 
forced to emigrate to Trier. In 1797, he went to Russia, then retired to Riga and finally to Munster, 
refusing to return to France. Broglie addresses Claude Baude de Pont-l'Abbé: “… la fidélité que vous 
avez marquée à l'infortuné Louis seize méritait cette récompense…”. ½ p. In-4.                             € 180 
 



16. Jean-Baptiste Brunet (Reims, 1763 - Vitry-sur-Seine, 1824 )      Armée de Saint-Domingue 
Document signed "Brunet" as general commanding the Southern and Artibonite divisions, St. Marc (St. 
Domingue), dated “ler Pluviose An XI (January 2, 1803)” by the French general. He distinguished 
himself  at the Battle of  Fleurus, then in the Army of  the Rhine and in the Italian campaigns. He was 
taken prisoner by the British on his return from the second expedition to Saint-Domingue and was not 
released until 1814. General in the wars of  the Revolution and the Empire. It aims and approves the 
leave issued by the members of  the Board of  Directors of  the 5th 1/2 light infantry brigade, 
signatories to the document numbering 8, to the hunter Jean Bouvet, native of  Givry (Jura), injured by 
a gunshot, etc. on the back copy of  the visit certificate of  the person concerned. 1 p. in folio obl. 
Vignette, frame and text (in part) printed. Wet stamps, beautiful piece.            € 130 
 



17. Jean-Baptiste Brunet (Reims, 1763 - Vitry-sur-Seine, 1824 )                   Canonniers de la Méditerranée 
Partly-printed document signed (6 signatories), dated “Nôle, 28 Brumaire Year XI (November 19, 
1802)” by the members of  the Board of  Directors of  the 1st battalion of  Mediterranean gunners. 
Vignette and printed header. Beautiful piece. Appointment, in accordance with the provisions of  
General Brunet, of  Bergent Major Hugues Guerre, to the rank of  second lieutenant. 1 p. ½. In-4. € 100 



18. Marie François Auguste Caffarelli du Falga (Falga, 1766 - Leschelle, 1849)         General of  France 
Autograph plea to the king Louis Philippe I, signed and dated “Paris, 27 décembre 1839” by the French 
general. Destined for a career in arms, he earned his stripes during the Revolutionary and Napoleonic 
wars. After the revolution of  1830, he was appointed Peer of  France and returned to private life in 
1848. Regarding Hyacinthe Rigaud: “… je connais depuis cinq ans ce jeune homme, je connais aussi sa 
vertueuse mère…”. 1 p. In-8. Incomplete.                € 120 
    



19. Charles Eugène Castries (Paris, 1727 - Wolfenbüttel, 1801)       Siege of  Maastricht 
Fine autograph letter signed, dated “Au Camp de Veterholt ce 11 Aout (1756)” by the Lieutenant-
General in 1758, he distinguished himself  during the Seven Years' War, notably at Clostercamp in 1760, 
where he defeated the Duke of  Brunswick, and was made Marshal of  France in 1783. Secretary of  
State for the Navy, he undertook the construction of  the military port of  Cherbourg and drew up a 
naval code that bears his name (1786). 2 pp. In-4.              € 180  



20. Armand Augustin Caulaincourt (Caulincourt, 1772 - Paris, 1827)                 Napoleon’s aide-de-camp  
Document signed and dated “30 Brumaire An XIII (21.11.1804)” by the Duke of  Vicence, General and 
aide-de-camp to Bonaparte (1802). Grand Cross of  the Legion of  Honour. He was ambassador to 
Russia from 1807 to 1811. Minister of  Foreign Affairs from 1813 to 1815, he was a supporter of  peace 
and represented Napoleon at the Congress of  Châtillon in 1814. Request for furniture required for the 
accommodation of  persons employed in the office of  the Grand Ecuyer. Seen and approved. The 
Grand Squire. Signed: A. Caulaincourt.                € 150 

 



21. Claude de Choiseul-Francières (Langres, 1633 - Paris, 1711)                        Maréchal de France 
Military letter signed, dated “A Paris ce 5 Xbre 1704” by the Marquis de Francières. Defended Candia 
against the Turks and took part in the Rhine campaigns in 1695-96. Marshal of  France in 1693. 
Addressed to Mr. Charpentier: “Je prie, Monsieur Charpentier de vouloir bien présenter le nommé 
Joseph Gouyer…qui a déjà bien servi dans la compagnie du feu…”. 1 p. In-8.                               € 200 
 



22. Jean-François-Aimé Dejean (Chalabre, 1749 - 1824)           Minister of  War 
Partly-printed letter signed, dated “Paris, 28 Mai 1804”  by the French engineer. Commander of  the 
Engineers in the Armée du Nord, he was appointed Conseiller d'Etat in 1799 and Minister of  War in 
1802. Grand Cross of  the Legion of  Honour. Napoleon appointed him First Inspector General of  
Engineering in 1808 and Governor of  the Ecole Polytechnique in 1814. He was made a peer of  France 
the same year. Addressed to à M. Reynard: "…"Je vous préviens, Monsieur, que ce jour - je vous ai 
confirmé … principal du Dixième corps de la grande armée”. 1 p. In-8.            € 200 
 



23. Domenico di Fiore (Cesa, 1769 - 1848)                                Stendhal in Italy 
Autograph letter signed, not dated, by the Italian lawyer. During the period of  the Neapolitan Republic 
he was part of  the first Company of  the National Guard, as shown in the list of  February 3, 1799, and 
held the position until the defense in one of  the Castles of  Naples. Following the capitulation treaty, he 
was among those who managed to escape the death sentence, exiled to Marseilles on August 30, 1799. 
In 1821, Di Fiore met the writer Stendhal in Paris, who was fourteen years his junior. Stendhal was 
fascinated by this fifty-something lawyer from Naples, sentenced to death and a political exile for the 
failed revolution of  1799. Stendhal was inspired by him to outline the figure of  the Count of  Altamira 
in his famous novel The Red and the Black. Fiore addresses le Chevaliera Cobianchi: “…Sharpe è 
arrivato avanzijeri a dimora R. Lepellettier n. 5…”. 1 p. In-16.                                             € 240 
 



24. Camille Flammarion (Montigny-le-Roi, 1842 - Juvisy sur Orges, 1925)                  Benjamin Baillaud 
Autograph letter signed, dated “Juvisy, 06 septembre” by the French astronomer. After a brief  spell at 
the Paris Observatory, he became a well-known scientific columnist. He helped to spread astronomy 
throughout society. In 1883, he set up an observatory in Juvisy and won the grand prize for his 
experiments at the 1900 Universal Exhibition. Addressed to an illustrious friend. Having arranged with 
Baillaud (Edouard, astronomer), in agreement with Finot (Louis, the orientalist), a day to receive his 
correspondent for lunch: “...sans cérémonie comme il convient en temps de guerre…”. 1 p. ½. In-8.     
                                                    € 120 
 



25. André Hercule de Fleury (Lodève, 1653 - Paris, 1743)                                       Louis XV 
Letter signed addressed to Antoine d'Arcy de la Varenne, Governor de Toulon written when he was 
created a cardinal in 1726. “A Fontainebleau, 12 8bre 1726” He was ordained a priest in 1679. He 
became chaplain to Queen Maria Theresa of  Austria. On her death in 1683, he became chaplain to 
Louis XIV. In 1698, he obtained the bishopric of  Fréjus, but gave it up to remain at Court and became 
tutor to Louis XV. In 1726, he overthrew the Duke of  Bourbon and seized power. He ruled until his 
death. Attentive, he disgraced over-ambitious ministers and re-established a balanced budget. In foreign 
policy, he would have liked peace, but was unable to cope with the military greed of  his entourage. 1 p. 
In-8.                                                      € 150 
 



26. Frederick William IV (Berlin, 1795 - Potsdam, 1861)                               King of  Prussia   
Autograph signature on paper. A romantic prince of  great irresolution, he postponed promised 
reforms. He reigned from 1840 to 1848. Forced by the revolution of  1848, he granted a liberal 
constitution, which he subsequently amended. He refused the imperial crown and supported the policy 
of  Little Germany led by his minister Radowitz. Stricken with dementia in 1658, he had to hand over 
power to William I. 1 p. In-4.                                                           € 50  



27. Gaspard Amédée Gardanne  (Solliès-Pont, 1758 - Breslau, 1807)       Chasseurs à cheval 
Interesting autograph document signed not dated (1799), by the French general. He served in the wars 
of  the Revolution and the Empire with a particularly full record of  service, died of  a pernicious fever. 
The document states that "Charles, Amédée Gardanne, chasseurs au 10me régiment de chasseurs à 
cheval sert dans ce corps depuis le début de la campagne”. 1 p. In-4.             € 150 
 



28. Maurice Etienne Gérard (Damvilliers, 1773 - Paris, 1852)     Marshal of  France - Département de la Meuse  
Autograph letter signed, dated “ce 24 mai 1839” by the Marshal of  France. He took part in most of  the 
campaigns of  the Revolution and Empire. He distinguished himself  at Wagram in 1809, Fuentes de 
Onoro in 1811 and Russia in 1813. During the Hundred Days, he contributed to the victory at Ligny in 
1815. Minister of  War and Marshal of  France, he led the siege of  Antwerp in 1832.  He sends his 
recommendation to those of  the representatives of  the Meuse region, his compatriots, in favour of  
Director Martin: “…une occasion qui pourrait vous permettre de lui accorder de l'avancement, la 
demande vous a de même été faite par plusieurs députés de la Meuse…”. 1 p. In-4.           € 130 
 



29. Henri II de Lorraine Duke of  Guise (Paris, 1614 - Paris, 1664)                      Archbishop of  Reims 
Autograph letter signed and dated “Segovia, le 28 septembre 1650” by the Archbishop of  Reims 
1629-1641, then Duke of  Guise, Prince of  Joinville and Count of  Eu, peer of  France.  The death of  
his eldest brother Francis in 1639 placed him in the dukedom the following year. He opposed Richelieu, 
and conspired with the count of  Soissons, fighting in the Battle of  La Marfée in 1641. For this, he was 
condemned to death, but fled to Brussels in 1641. is property was seized by the king in 1641, for crime 
of  lèse-majesté. Reprieved, he returned in 1643 and his confiscated property was returned to him. The 
letter is addressed to Conseiller de Gourelon, mentioning his “gentilhomme de la chambre, le chevalier 
Yssars” and sending his respects. 1 p. In-8.                                                € 400 
 



30. Joseph Léopold Sigisbert Hugo (Nancy, 1773 - Paris, 1828) Armata Napolitana - Reggimento Real Corso 
Document signed, dated 15 giugno 1808 by the General in the wars of  the Revolution and the Empire. 
He was the father of  Victor Hugo. In Italian with service record, "approuvé par moi", col. Hugo”.    € 150 
 



31. Louis de Crevant d'Humières (1628 - Versailles, 1694)         Marshal of  France - Governor of  Hainaut 
Document signed as Governor of  Hainaut “Lille, 17 jour de decembre 1677” by the Marquis Marshal 
of  France and Governor of  Lille (08.07.1668), Grand Master of  French artillery (1685). Captain of  the 
100 gentlemen of  the King's household. Duc d'Humières (1690). Appointment of  Dr. Jean Destrapier, 
ordinary physician to the company of  100 gentlemen, following the death of  the incumbent. 1 p. In-
folio.                                                       € 100 

 



32. Mustafa Ismet Pasha Inönü (Smyrna, 1884 - Ankara, 1973)           President of  the Republic of  Turkey 
Autograph signature on card by the President of  the Republic of  Turkey.  İnönü is acknowledged by 
many as Mustafa Kemal Atatürk's right-hand man, with their friendship going back to the Caucasus 
campaign. In the Greco-Turkish War of  1919–1922, he served as the first chief  of  the General Staff  
from 1922 to 1924 for the regular Turkish army, during which he commanded forces during the First 
and Second Battles of  İnönü. Atatürk bestowed İsmet with the surname İnönü, the site of  the battles, 
when the 1934 Surname Law was adopted. Included: typed letter signed and envelope dated 15.11.1947 
by the secretary general of  the President. 1 p. In-4. With letterhead.              € 80  
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33. Alphonse Karr (Paris, 1808 - St. Raphael, 1890)                Hippolyte Prosper Seligmann and James Pradier 
Autograph letter signed, not dated, by the French pamphleteer for the satirical magazine Les Guêpes. 
In 1833, he came to Etretat for the first time and spoke so much about it that he made it fashionable 
and ensured its success. Addressed to the sculptor James Pradier: “...probablement vous connaissez de 
nom Seligmann. C’est le plus charmant joueur de plus ravissant des intrument –  le violoncelle.. 
J’apporterais lui et son instrument et il te ferai un grand plaisir de jouer pour vous…”. 1 p. In-8. 
Included: autograph letter signed "E. Blagny" dated 21.02.1888. 1 p. ½. In-8.                                € 100 
 



34. Pierre Cambronne (Nantes 1770 - Ib. 1842) Louis François Lanchantin (1756 - Krasnoi, 1812).   
Party-printed service record, dated “23 Septembre 1773 by the French generals.  The document reports 
Jacques D'Hôtel's service record at 23.09.1773 certified by eight signatures of  military officials. 1 p. In-
folio.                     € 180 
 



35. Jean Ambroise Baston de Lariboisiere (Fougères, 1759 -  Koenigsberg, 1812)  Campaign in Russia 
One of  the most famous artillery generals of  the wars of  the Revolution and the Empire.  Lariboisiere 
was made Grand Officer of  the Legion of  Honor in June 1807, Count of  the Empire in October 1808, 
and became the first Inspector General of  the artillery in 1811. He took part in the Campaign in Russia 
in 1812, fighting at Smolensk on August 17 and Borodino on September 7. After the retreat from 
Russia, General Baston de Lariboisiere died of  exhaustion and grief  at Königsberg in Western Prussia 
(nowadays Kaliningrad in Russia) on December 21, 1812. Document signed and dated “Landau, 24 
brumaire an IV (15.11.1795)”. The documents certifies “…que le commissaire des guerres CREPIN 
avec zèle intelligence et activité et qu'il a dénoncé et poursuivi avec courage toutes les parties …” 
followed by 7 autograph words: "le sous-directeur de l'artillerie de Landau”. 2 pp. In-8.                  € 120 
 

https://www.napoleon-empire.org/en/chronology/chronology-1811.php
https://www.napoleon-empire.org/en/chronology/chronology-1812.php
https://www.napoleon-empire.org/en/battles/borodino.php


36. Charles Marie Leconte de Lisle (Saint-Paul, 1818 - Louveciennes, 1894)                      Les Érinnyes  
Autograph letter signed, dated “Samedi” by the French poet. Originally from Réunion, he was a 
mediocre student. Gifted in Greek and Latin, he translated several Greek authors. Légion d’honneur. 
Addressed to a friend:"...veuillez remettre, je vous prie, six ou plutôt huit exemplaires de Erinnyes…". 1 
p. In-8.                                                       € 120 
 



37. Claude Joseph Lecourbe (Besançon, 1758 - Belfort, 1815)       Armée du Danube 
Document signed “Lecourbe”, not dated, as division general with a few autograph words.  by the 
French general. In 1777 he joined the army. Peer of  France, he fought at Fleurus, then in Germany 
with Moreau, then in Switzerland against Suvorov. Retired after Moreau's trial, he was recalled by the 
Bourbons. He signed the armistice of  Bavilliers with the Austrians. Beautiful piece. He certifies as true 
to the original a copy of  the appointment made at the headquarters of  Lutzbourg, on 15 Thermidor in 
VII, by General-in-Chief  Massena of  Captain Vital Duché to the rank of  Chief  of  battalion. This 
appointment was made on the proposal of  Lecourbe who noted the brilliant conduct of  the person 
concerned in the II Thermidor affair: ”…a nommé le citoyen Duché, chef  de Bataillon…”. 1 p. In-
folio.                     € 120 
 



38. Nicolas Luckner (Cham-Bavaria, 1722 - Paris, 1794)     Neuvieme Regiment cavalerie 
Document countersigned as commander-in-chief, dated “Haguenau, 21 Octobre 1791”. After serving 
in the Bavarian and Dutch armies, in 1793 he entered French service with the rank of  lieutenant-
general. In 1791, he was awarded the marshal's baton. Le Sieur d'Antoine, Lieutenant-Colonel of  the 
Neuvieme Regiment cavalerie ‘Supplie Sa Mayesté’, to appoint as second lieutenant Denis Nicolas, 
nominated by an absolute majority of  the officers of  the 9th Cavalry Regiment, in accordance with the 
decrees of  the National Assembly.1 p. In-4.                € 150 



39. Félicien Pierre Jean Mallefille (Mauritius, 1813 - Bougival (Yvelines), 1868)          Ambroise Thomas 
Autograph letter signed, dated “Kiev (Russia), 10 octobre 1841” by the French novelist and playwright. 
Mallefille addresses the French composer Ambroise Thomas : “…Permettez-moi– sans avoir l’honneur 
de vous connaître personnellement –  de vous adresser un volume de vers, dont une pièce est 
spécialement dédiée à l’auteur du charmant choeur de chassents du 2e acte de la nuit d’été…”. 3 pp. 
In-16.                                                       € 120 
 



40. Nicolas-Joseph Maison (Epinay-sur-Seine, 1771 - Paris, 1840)       Marshal of  France 
Autograph letter signed “Paris, le 9 Mai 1836. 3 pp. In 1789, he joined the Epinay National Guard. In 
1805, he joined the 1st corps of  the Grande Armée and took part in the battle of  Austerlitz. General 
during the Revolution and Empire, he was made Marshal of  France during the Restoration. On April 
30, 1835, he became minister of  war, a position he held until his retirement from public life on 
September 19, 1836. Long and beautiful letter of  a personal nature written as Louis Philippe's Minister 
of  War, addressed to a count who had asked him for a recommendation and advice on a delicate 
matrimonial matter.                   € 140 
  
 



41. Jean-François Marmontel (Bores les Orgues, 1723 - Abloville, 1799)    La Tourmente and Ma Grande 
Autograph letter signed, not dated, by the French writer. In 1735, he joined the Jesuits and became a 
tutor to earn a living. He won a poetry prize in 1744. In 1763, he was elected to the Académie Française 
and in 1783 he was appointed historiographer of  buildings. Letter concerning his two novels "La 
Tourmente" and "Ma Grande". He would very much like the former, which is due to appear in the 
Revue des Deux Mondes, to be announced in the Figaro and the Journal in a note, the text of  which he 
proposes, recalling the success of  the latter in its day, concluding the letter with a familiar notation: “…
Chez ma seur, leur mere et grand mere, Madame Chaize de la Varenne, qui vient d’avoir l’immense 
douleur de perdre en huit jour sa fille Clarisse âgée de 37 ans”. 3 pp. In-16.                                    € 350  
 



42. Catulle Mendès (Bordeaux, 1841 - Saint-Germain-En Laye, 1909)                                      Parnasse 
Autograph letter signed, dated “5 Janvier 1863” by the French writer. He was a highly productive writer 
whose works were very well received by both the public and critics. His work includes poems, erotic 
novels and plays. Addressed to a gentlemen : “…J’ai bouleversé de fond en comble la nouvelle dont je 
vous avais parlé…”. 1 p. In-8.                                                  € 50 
 



43. François Auguste Marie Mignet (Aix, 1796 - Paris, 1884)                                         Pyrénées 
Two autograph letters signed by the French politician and writer. He studied law in Aix (with Thiers). 
State Councillor, he was Director of  Archives at the Ministry of  Foreign Affairs. He wrote a History of  
the French Revolution. He was admitted to the Académie Française in 1836. He was a member of  the 
Dictionary Commission. A. Long letter to Gustave Bascle de Lagrèze. “Paris, 31 Juillet 1862”. He 
informs his correspondent that his considerable memoir "Etudes sur la féodalité dans les Pyrénées" will 
be sent to the Académie and will form part of  its collection: “...si vous veniez à Paris, vous pourriez lire 
vous-même votre mémoire…”. 4 pp. In-8. With letterhead. B. “ce 7 mai 1867” : “…Il me serait 
difficile, malgré le desir que j’en ai, de répondre à toutes les questions que vous m’adressez au sujet de 
quelques personnages secondaires mentionnés dans mon livre sur Antonio Perez et Philippe II…”. 2 
pp. In-8.                                                      € 120 



44. Christian-Louis de Montmorency-Luxembourg (Ligny-en-Barrois, 1675 - Paris, 1746)       Maréchal de France 
Autograph letter signed, not dated, by the Prince de Tingry.   He was appointed Marshal of  France in 1734. He 
was the 4th son of  marshal François-Henri de Montmorency-Luxembourg, duke of  Piney and Madeleine de 
Clermont-Tonnerre. He played a decisive role in the battle of  Denain in 1712. In 1722 he commissioned the 
building of  hôtel Matignon. Montmorency proposes to his correspondent to accept an accommodation between 
his mother and himself. 2 pp. In-4.                  € 220 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fran%C3%A7ois-Henri_de_Montmorency,_duc_de_Luxembourg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piney,_Aube
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Denain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H%C3%B4tel_Matignon


45. Philippe de Noailles duc de Mouchy (Paris, 1715 - ib., 1794)                                Cassette royale 
Fine letter signed, dated  “A Noailles, le 22 9bre 1774” by the French Marshal. He began his military 
career at the age of  14, distinguishing himself  by his bravery and cold-bloodedness. He was appointed 
Marshal of  France without ever having commanded a major army. Caught up in the alleged prison 
conspiracy, he was sentenced to death and guillotined in Paris on June 27, 1794. Interesting letter 
concerning the continued use of  the “Cassette du Roi” by Louis XVI after the death of  Louis XV. “…
on donne seulement une gratification pour la cassette de sa Majesté à ceux qui les aportent ou 
conduisent”. 1 p. In-4.                                                  € 150 

 



46. Antoine Parmentier (Montdidier, 1737 - Paris, 1813)                                      Joseph Coster 
Autograph letter signed dated “Paris ce 26 Pairial de l'an 6” by the Pharmacist, agronomist, nutritionist 
and hygienist. He was the propagator of  the potato in France. Recommending the citizen Joseph 
Coster (1792-1813): “...il me faira le plus grand plaisir de ne pas perdre de vue son affaire et de donner 
toute la suite qu'elle mérite…”. 1 p. In-8.                                                 € 120 
 



47. Jean Martin Petit (Paris 1772 - Ib. 1856)        Tomb of  Napoleon at the Hôtel des Invalides 
Fine letter signed, dated “Paris, 27 Janvier 1850” by the French general on the monument at the Tomb 
of  the Emperor Napoleon at Les Invalides. Petit was made Colonel in 1808 and Brigadier General in 
1813, then Baron of  the Empire in 1809. He was Napoleon's most trusted advisor.   To a gentleman. 
On 27 September 1840 Petit was appointed second-in-command of  the Hôtel des Invalides in place of  
Fririon: “… lorsque la Chambre discutera les fonds nécessaires pour achever le monument du Tombeau 
de l'Empereur Napoleon…”. 1 p. In-8. With letterhead.                                              € 200 

 



48. Emma Pieczynska (Paris, 1854 - Le Mont-sur-Lausanne, 1927)                                   Swiss feminist 
Two autograph letters signed by the French-Swiss activist and writer. Orphaned at the age of  5, she was 
brought up in foster families in Geneva and Neuchâtel. Dreaming of  independence, she left for Paris, 
where she married Stanislas Pieczynska, whom she followed to Poland in 1875. Childless, she gave 
literacy classes to young girls. In 1881, she came to Leuk for a cure and met a doctor from Boston. She 
divorced her husband, began studying medicine in Geneva and then left for the United States. 
A. Fine letter dated “Wegmühle, 17 Janvier [1906]: ”...il faut attendre que Dieu vous montre la jeune 
fille qu'il vous destine …”. 4 pp. In-8. Archive holes. B. Fine and long letter: “Obelboden 28 dec. 1905” 
to a gentleman: “…Votre article m’a réjoui le coeur. Oui, je sens que la jeunesse a besoin de faire un pas 
Résoulu dans une voie nouvelle. De tous côtés me viennent des lettres exprimant cette aspiration à la 
pureté, à la fraternité. Il s’est déjà formé à ma connaissance 7 groupes de jeunesse des deux sexes dans 
l’esprit indiqué par mon petit livre. N’est-ce pas un bon commencement?…”. 10 pp. In-8 on 3 sheets. 
Archive holes.                                                      € 240 
 



49. Adolphe Regnier (Mainz, 1804 - Fontainebleau, 1884)                    Ligue de l’Enseignement 
Professor at the Collège de France, he translated many poems and plays by the German author 
Friederich Schiller.  A. “23 Juillet 1840”. To a gentleman: “…mais c’est mon sort qui je dois maudire 
puisque je ne peux vous répondre, comme je le ferais assurément, si de devoirs mulitpliés ne me 
mettaient dans l’empie … de traiter par correspondance le petit point philologique dont vous voulez 
bien m’entretenir…”. 2 pp. ¼. In-8. B “21 Décembre 1872”. To a gentleman: “….aucun empêchement 
ne viendra, je l’espère, mettre obstacle au désir que j’ai de concourir, dans la mesure de mes forces, à 
l’oeuvre excellente que la Ligue de l’Enseignement a entreprise. J’irai au Hâvre, puisque vous voulez 
bien le désirer, faire une lecture de morceaux choisis de Molière. 1 p. In-8.                                      € 120 
 



50. Louis-François-Armand, duke de Richelieu (Paris, 1696 - ib., 1788)               The Seven Years' War 
Fine long autograph military letter signed, dated “14 7bre 1757” by the French Marshal. After a 
promiscuous life, he served as ambassador to Vienna in 1725 and to Dresden. A valiant man of  war, he 
was promoted to Maréchal de France, peer and to the Académie Française in 1720, despite his lack of  
spelling skills.  On 10 September  at Klosterzeven  the British and French signed the Convention of  
Klosterzeven which secured the immediate end of  hostilities. The terms called for several conditions. 
The national contingents from Brunswick and Hesse would return to their homelands. Half  the 
Hanoverian force would be interned at Stade, while the remainder were to withdraw across the River 
Elbe. Most of  Hanover would be under French occupation, except for a demilitarised zone. The 
French would evacuate the Duchy of  Bremen, provided the British withdrew their ships from the River 
Weser. To the Marquis de Monteil: “… combien je suis fâché de ce retard parce que je suis bien 
persuadé qu'il aura pris très grande part à l'anéantisement de l'armée...je compte que l'armée sera 
rassemblée à Brunswick le 24. J'y serai de ma personne le 19…”. 3 p. In-4.            € 350 
 



51. Daniel Rops, a.k.a. Henri Petiot (Epinal, 1901 - Tresserve, Savoie, 1965)             Académie française 
Degree in law, history and geography from Grenoble. Teacher in various lycées from 1921 to 1945, 
during which time he also wrote. He was elected to the Académie française in 1956. He was 
Commander of  the Légion d'Honneur.  A. 29 mars [1919]: “... l'intention m'en touche 
profondément…". 1 p. On cardboard. With letterhead. Envelope included. B. “7 juillet 49”: “…Je vais 
lire le livre avec le plus grande sympathie…”. ½ p. In-8. With letterhead. Envelope included.           € 80 
 

  



52. Jacques Benjamin Maximilien Bins de Saint Victor (S. Domingue 1770 - Paris, 1858)   Saint Domingue 
Fine autograph letter signed, dated “17 mai 1818”by the French writer and journalist. Under Napoleon, 
he worked for the Journal des Débats and after 1815 founded several Catholic and royalist newspapers. 
In 1830 he revisited his homeland, then spent two years in the USA before returning to Paris where he 
wrote several books. Addressed to the viscount, then duke of  Montmorency, recomanding Abbè 
Tuffet: “... J'éspère que son altesse royale voudra bien ne pas refuser cette faveur à un digne 
écclésiastique, à un serviteur fidèle de la cause royale qui l'a d'abord défendu avec son épée pour la 
soutenir ensuite par sa prière….”.  2 pp. In-8.                                                 € 150  



53. Jean Mathieu Philibert Serurier (Laon, 1742 - Paris, 1819)       Hôtel des Invalides 
Partly-printed document signed dated “A l’Hôtel (des militaires invalides) le 11 février 1814” by the 
Marshal of  France. A lieutenant at the age of  13, he was promoted to colonel in 1792. Dismissed, he 
re-enlisted as a private and rose to the rank of  division general in 1795. He was one of  four senators 
chosen for the honorary title of  Marshal of  the Empire. Grand Cross of  the Legion of  Honor. He 
rallied to the Bourbons in 1814, but served Napoleon during the Hundred Days. “Mémoire pour 
proposition de réadmission à l'Hôtel des Invalides de Francois Lacoste”.              € 80 
 



54. Joseph Servan de Gerbey (Romans, 1741 - Paris, 1808)         French Revolution 
Autograph letter signed, dated “Lyon, 31 aout 1791” by the French general. After the arrival of  the 
Revolution, in 1790 Servan served at Marseille and then in November of  1791 he became a lieutenant 
colonel of  the 61st Infantry. In March of  1792 Servan was promoted to colonel and only two months 
later he was again promoted, this time to maréchal de camp. The day after his promotion to general 
Servan became the Minister of  War. Arrested under the Terror, he was released in 1795 and 
reintegrated into the army. “En arrivant à Lyon, Monsieur, j'ai appris que j'avais reçu le 9 avril la somme 
de 828,28 que vous aviez bien voulu me compter... Je ne saurais être plus reconnaissant de l'attention 
que vous avez bien voulu porter...…”. 1 p. In-4.               € 160 
 



55. William Sidney Smith (Westminster, 1764 - Paris, 1840)            American and French revolutionary wars 
Autograph letter signed dated “A Paris, 23 fevrier 1817”. He was a British naval and intelligence officer  
who served in the American and French revolutionary wars and Napoleonic Wars; he rose to the rank 
of  Admiral. Scarce, long and interesting letter in French, signed “W. Sidney Smith” about Joseph-
Henri-Joachim Lainé, Minister of  interior. On 5 February 1817, few days before this letter, he had a 
new electoral law passed to encourage the election of  an urban liberal bourgeoisie.  3 pp. In-8.      € 300 
 



56. Louis Adolphe Thiers (Marseille, 1797 - Saint-Germain-en-Laye, 1877)       President of  the Republic   
Autograph letter signed, dated "Dimanche, 02 octobre 1853” by the President of  the French Republic. 
A lawyer in Aix-en-Provence, he moved to Paris in 1821. He was Minister and President of  the Council 
under the July Monarchy, Member of  Parliament under the Second Empire and first President of  the 
Third Republic. To a neighbour: “…Je vous remercie, mon cher Voisin d'avoir pensé à moi pour une 
aussi agréable matinée, mais je suis acharné au travail. Pour vous joindre à l'heure indiquée il faudrait 
quitter mon cabinet à 10 heure, or, c'est de 10 à 2 heures que je travaille le plus, et je suis si entêté à finir 
qu'un jour perdu me déchire le cœur…”. 1 p. In-8.                                              € 100 

 



57. Karl August Von Hardenberg (Essenrode, 1750 - Genoa, 1822)             Chancellor of  Prussia  
Autograph document signed, dated “Berlin den 30 März 1805” by the Chancellor of  Prussia. He joined 
the administration in 1790 and negotiated the Treaty of  Basel. He was Prime Minister of  Frederick 
William III and Chancellor in 1810. He represented Prussia at the Congress of  Vienna. Authorization 
to publish a text. 1 p. In-4. obl.                  € 150 
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