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n. 64
Exhibitor at 2019’s

A c a d e m y o f S c i e n c e o f Pa r i s
1. AMPÈRE, André-Marie

b. Lyon, 1775
d.Marseille, 1836

Report of a meeting of the
Academy of Science of Paris
Signed by the attendant members
With subject of the meeting
on the verso
2 pp. (18 cm x 23.5 cm)
In fine condition

2

Document signed by the French physicist who discovered the
fundamental aspects of electromagnetism. Report with signatures of the attendant members at an Academy of Science’s meeting
in Paris ; Renowned scientists attended the meeting, such as thenaturalist Étienne Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire (1772-1844), the doctor and naturalist François-Étienne de La Roche (1781-1813),
the philosopher and scientist José Correia da Serra (1750-1823),
the naturalist Joseph Philippe François Deleuze (1753-1835),
the chemist Claude Louis Berthollet (1748-1822), the zoologist Georges Frédéric Cuvier (1773-1838), the zoologist André
Marie Constant Duméril (1774-1860), the agronomist Charles
Philibert de Lasteyrie (1759-1849) and others.

2. BROGNIART, Alexandre

b. Paris, 1770
id., 1847

Report of a meeting of the Academy of
Science of Paris
Signed by the attendant members
Brief notes of the meeting.

Report of a meeting of the Academy of Science of Paris signed by the
French mineralogist, responsible with George Cuvier for the study
of the geology of the region around Paris. Report of a meeting of
the Academy of Science’s in Paris. Renowned scientists attended the
meeting, such as the geologist Auguste-Henri de Bonnard (17811857), the librarian Augustin-François de Silvestre (1762-1855) and
others.

2 pp. (18 cm x 23.5 cm).
In fine condition.
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A c a d e m y o f S c i e n c e o f Pa r i s
3. CANTELOUBE, Joseph
b. Annonay, 1879
d. Grigny, 1957

Writing an essay on him, the
composer sends material for helping
his correspondent.
A total of 5 pp.
(14 cm x 22 cm)

Two autograph letters signed “J. Canteloube” by the French composer, known for his folksongs Chants d’Auvergne.
A. “Paris 146 rue de Renne (6°) 28/1/1933”Canteloube writes to a
gentleman who is gathering material for an essay about him. He lists
the material he is sending to him, and then touches on his works
Vercingétorix and Le Mas : “En commençant sur celle ci je ne puis vous
donner plus de détails, mais néanmoins cette oeuvre est intéressante car
elle était dédiée à Paul Doumer, Président de la République, etc. et que
le poème est d’un homme politique très connu en France, sénateur, ancien ministre, ancien président de la Commission des finances du Sénat, M. Clémentel qui est en même temps, un économiste très distingué,
et ami peintre du plus grand talent. (…) Au sujet du Mas , comme vous
verres dans les articles, cette oeuvre reçut les 100.000 francs du prix
Heugel le 8 Janvier 1928, dont c’était le 1ér attribution. Ce concours
était anonyme, il y eut une trentaine de partitions envoyée, puis 3 retenues pour l’attribution définitive et enfin, après un dernière vote, ce fut
Le Mas qui fut primé. Je joins aux notes sur le Mas la photographie du
jury, comprenant la plupart des personnalités musicales françaises sauf
4 qui furent absentes à l’épreuve définitive (M.. Vincent d’Indy, Darius
Milhaud, Raynaldo Hahn et Paul Dukas) …”. 4 pp., in fine condition.

4. DE CANDOLLE,
Augustin Pyramus

b. Geneva 1778
d. 1841

1 p. (18 cm x 23.5 cm).
In fine condition.

Document signed by the Swiss botanist, pioneer of modern physiology
theories such as the one of “Nature’s war” among plants, which influenced Charles Darwin in his theory on natural selection. Report with
subject of the meeting and signature of the attendant members present
at an Academy of Science’s meeting in Paris ; Renowned scientists attended the meeting, such as the mineralogist Françoise Pierre Nicolas
Gillet de Laumont (1747-1834), the entomologist Étienne Louis Geoffroy (1725-1810), the librarian Augustin-François de Silvestre (17621855), the zoologist Georges Frédéric Cuvier (1773-1838), the mineralogist Alexandre Brogniart (1770-1847), the scientist and engineer
Charles-Étienne Coquebert de Montbret (1755-1831) and others.

B. “Paris 146 rue de Rennes (VI°) 7/12/32” .
Canteloube writes to a gentleman saying he will send
him “les documents que vous me demandez, relatifs à
mes ouvragse de théâtre, ainsi que photos et tous renseignements…”. 1 p. Autograph address and extended
signature on the bottom of the page. In fine condition.

4
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5. DE CANDOLLE,
Augustin Pyramus

b. Geneva 1778
d. 1841

1 p. (18,5 cm x 23 cm)
In good condition.
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Autograph letter signed “A. P. de Candolle” dated “ Genève, 11 Juill.
1840” , by the Swiss botanist.Candolle writes to his colleague Mr.
Mottis to recommend his “…ami M. Durant qui va parcourir quelques partie du Piedmont pour herboriser et qui aura peut être besoin
de recourir à vos avis et à vos bons offices…”. Durant published an
interesting botanical classification work in the March 1841 edition
of the Journal des Connaissances Médicales .

6. LAMARCK,
Jean Baptiste de
b. Bazentin 1744
d. Paris 1829

2 pp. (18 cm x 23.5 cm)
In good condition.

Document dated “13 Frimaire An 9 [04/12/1800]” signed by the
French naturalist concerning a meeting of the Société de Santé de
Nancy. On the verso, some brief notes on the subject of the meemake us understand that on that sitting Lamarck’s pneumatic theory
published in 1796 was discussed and refuted for a “nouvelle théorie
physique et chimique”. Among the signatures of those in attendance:
the mineralogist Jérôme Tonnellier (1751-1819), the doctor Dominique-Jean Larrey (1766-1842), the entomologist Étienne Louis Geoffroy (1725-1810), the zoologist André Marie Constant Duméril
(1774-1860), the engineer Jean-Pierre-François Guillot Duhamel
(1730-1816), the chemist Antoine-François Fourcroy (1755-1809),
the chemist and engineer Claude-Hugues Lelièvre (1752-1835) (signed twice, once as president), the chemist Louis-Nicolas Vauquelin (1763-1829), the entomologist Antoine Jean Coquebert (17541825), the librarian Augustin-François de Silvestre (1762-1855), the
scientist and engineer Charles-Étienne Coquebert (1755-1831), the
mineralogist Alexandre Brogniart (1770-1847), the mathematician
Sylvestre François Lacroix (1765-1843) and others.

7

7. CHARCOT, Jean-Baptiste

b. Neuilly-sur-Seine, 1867
d. Iceland, 1936

Charcot express his opinion on the
book I Grandi Navigatori Italiani by
Roberto Giorgi de Pons
2 pp. (13.5 cm x 21 cm).
In fine condition.
Envelope with autograph
address included.
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Interesting autograph letter signed “J. Charcot” dated “à bord du
Pourquoi pas?/St. Servan-sur-Mer/24 Septémbre 1929” by the French scientist appointed leader of the French Antarctic Expedition.
Charcot writes to admiral Roberto Giorgi de Pons (1869-1945)
expressing his gratitude on receiving a copy of his volume “I grandi
navigatori italiani” (Nemi, 1929): “Je suis actuellement en croisière,
effectuant des recherches scientifiques et trouve à une de mes arcades votre délicieux et si intéressant volume sur les grands navigateurs Italiens. Je ne sais comment vous remercier d’avoir eu la delicate
pensée a me l’envoyer et vous dire combien je suis touchée et flattée
de l’aimable dédicace qui ajoute encore à sa valeur.” Charcot also
underlines the importance of de Pons’s works : “Permettez moi de
vous affirmer que je considère ce volume comme une oeuvre de haute
importance, des plus intélés et que contribuera largement à proceder
le rôle prépondérant que votre beau et grand pays à joué dans la
connaissance du monde et les progrès de la navigation.”. Seven years
later (16/09/1936), during an expedition on the same ship, Charcot
will shipwreck and eventually lose his life off the coasts of Iceland.

8. DYLAN, Bob

Robert Allen Zimmerman
b. Duluth, 1941

Beautiful B&W photograph of the American singer and songwriter,
one of the major and most celebrated figures in the popular culture
of the last decades. The photograph is signed two times, one in black
ink, and the other one, more visible, in white ink.

In fine condition.

9

9. DISNEY, Walt

b. Chicago, 1901
d. Burbank, 1966

Walt Disney inscribes and
signs his appreciation
to Maurice Chevalier
In fine condition,
with cardboard support
on the back.
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Rare photograph with dedication of the two
artists to Maurice Chevalier. The three sits on
a golf cart, presumably at Disney’s Hollywood Studios in 1966. Channing writes a long
dedication to Chevalier: “Maurice dearest,
How lucky can a girl get? ... being between the
first gentlemen of France and America! With
devotion and XXX’s, Carol Channing”. Disney inscribes and signs his appreciation in
French : “To Maurice avec mon appreciation”.
Chevalier collaborated with Disney for the
title song of the film the Aristocats (1970).
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10. DENG, Yingchao
b. Nanning, 1904
d. Bejing, 1992

Rare letter of the influent wife of
the Premier of the People’s
Republic of China
Deng writes to the opera singer
Yuan Xuefen, which has an
inusual “disease”
6 pp. applied on cardboard
with archive stamp and red
signature stamp at the end of the
last page.
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Autograph letter signed, dated “24/7 1962” by the Chinese activist and politician, President of the Chinese
People’s Political Consultative Conference and wife of
the first Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai. To the Yue opera
performer Yuan Xuefen (1922-2011): “(From) the reply
I received from Comrade ... in the beginning of April (I),
was aware that even if you were at the early stage of your
illness, based on the nature of the disease it will continue
to develop if you don’t pay attention to it (...) I went to the
Northeast region a while back and visited many places
and saw many things. Some (of the things I did were) to
avoid the damages caused by abortion in the past, which
may also improve my health. Thus the key is that you
must recuperate during pregnancy and after giving birth.
Hope you will be extremely careful, not only trying to be
a good mother, but also a good communist party member. Comrade Yan Xia [(1990-1995), playwright and
China’s Deputy Minister of Culture] and I talked about
you not long ago. We learned the arrangements you had
made and hope you can come to Beijing and take time
to relax. Of course this depends on the doctor’s advice...
Comrade Chengu ... came here for treatment and rest,
new things I’ve never seen. (...) Hope you are doing well
after playing the part of Mrs. Xianglin! [“Xianglin-Sao”
(1946), Yue opera adapted from the story by Lu Xun]
(...) I saw you play this role while I was in Shanghai
shortly after the liberation and I was quite impressed
with your performance. I can still see it in my mind.”.
An interesting piece testifying to a strong connection
between the activist and the renowned opera actress.

E i n s t e i n ’s A r t o f L i f e
11. EINSTEIN, Albert

b. Ulma, 1879
d. Princeton, 1955

Fabulous quotation on the meaning
of life by Albert Einstein
1 p. (12,7 cm x 16 cm)

Remarkable autograph quotation signed in
German dated “1930 ” by the most important
scientist of the XXth century. The scientist writes
about the “Art of life”.
“Es ist die Kunst des Lebens, das Schicksal geduldig
hinzunehmen und dabei die leben spendende Aktivität zu bewahren”.
“A. Einstein 1930”.
“The art of life consists in being able to preserve
current activities while acceping patiently one’s
lot.”

14

Rare autograph letter by the beheaded King of the English civil war
12. CHARLES I
King of England

b, Dunfermline, 1600
d. London, 1649
Autograph letter signed
to the Duke of Savoy by the
beheaded King of England
n.d.
1 p. (14,7 cm x 19,6 cm)
In fine condition

16

Rare autograph letter signed
“Charles R” in French, by the
King of England from 1625 until his execution in 1649 during
the English Civil War. Neatly
penned letter to the Duke of Savoy, In full:
“Mon frere, les nouvelles que le
Sieur de Bonport m’a apporté
m’estants si agreables, je ne luy
pouvois laisse aller, sans vous
tesmoigner le contentement que
j’en ay, vous asseurant qu’il ni a
person qui se sent plus interressé
en ce qui vous touche que moy, &
qui en toutes occasionnes se monstreray plus veritablement d’estre Mon Frere. Vostre tres affectionnee
Frere Charles R.” .

13. GORDON,
Charles George
“Chinese Gordon”

b. London, 1833
d. Khartoum, 1885

While member of the Danube
Commission, Gordon writes to a
fellow member in Albania
3 pp. ½

(13 cm x 20,5 cm)
In fine condition

Very interesting autograph letter signed “Ch. Gordon”, dated “Galatz
18 oct. 1873” by the British general, famous for having reorganized
the Chinese army in the Taiping revolt between 1860 and 1862. In
1873, also as a member of the Danube Commission (he would have
left Romania for Egypt at the beginning of 1874), Gordon writes to
a Bernardo Berio (1828-1904), general consul in Scutari (Albania),
who has left with his family and informs him about his lasts day
trips with his good friend Romolo Gessi (1831-1881, African explorer), who he met for the first time during the Crimean War in 1855,
and the reason why he could not meet the gentlemen before his departure. Gordon mentions other notable people, some members of
the Danube Commission, such as Adolphe d’Avril (1822-1904); the
mercenary, future member of the Chinese army Gordon Frederick
Townsend Ward (1831-1862), M. Wolf, Schluchte and others. During his time in the Danube Commission from 1871, Gordon made
the acquaintance of Raghib Pasha, the Prime minister of Egypt. With
the mediation of Pasha, Gordon was sent to Egypt in 1874 to replace
the explorer Sir Samuel Baker (1821-1893) as governor of Equatoria
(South Sudan). A rare letter of strong political content.
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14. Sultan ABDUL HAMID II
b. Istanbul, 1842
d. id., 1918

Precious official document with
monogram of the last
Sultan of Turkey

Outstanding document with big handwritten monogram
(Tughra) of the last Sultan of the Ottoman Empire. The
document expresses the Sultan’s appreciation to the Italian
consul in Galatz (present Romania) Stefano Castelli. With
no date or place, it was issued on occasion of a diplomatic
meeting between the two parties.

1 p. (56 cm x 80 cm)
In fine condition
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15. HEMINGWAY, Ernest

b. Oak Park, 1899
d. Ketchum, 1961

Immediately after having received
the Nobel Prize, Hemingway looks
for some rest in Cuba and
writes to his son John
1 p.
In fine condition.
Envelope with autograph
address included.

20

Autograph letter signed “Papa”, dated “November 25th 1954” to his
son Jack (1923-2000) from Finca Vigia, Hemingway’s property in
Cuba. One month after having received the Nobel prize for literature, Hemingway answers a previous letter from his son, beginning
by calling him with the nickname “Bumb” his mother’s gave to him:
“…We have been swamped here with the Prize thing and all work and
everything else put on the … between journalists, photographs and
crazies. Also going down to Paraiso for 2 weeks to get away from them.
Been really over-run. Delegated things going well with …really good
luck in all of it. (…) Am enclosing your last dividend check on that
trust fund. They have been lousing-around with it (exchanging the
1st preferred 6% for 5 % debates) Gig [Gregory Hemingway (19312001), third son of Ernest] writes when he feels like it. Doesn’t answer
important letters and you have to be very careful not to offend his
perfect judgment…”. In the summer of the same year, Hemingway
was flying over Belgian Congo with his wife Mary when their plane
crashed resulting in several injuries for both of them. When taking
a second flight to reach medical assistance in Entebbe (Uganda), the
plane exploded on take-off, and they both suffered further concussion and burns. After that accident Hemingway was bedridden and
his health slowly declined. At the foot of the letter, Hemingway outlines an ovoidal sketch with the subtitle “Ein Reiss with Preußen Pies
(sur-realist)”. An intimate letter by one of the most acclaimed writers
and adventurers of the 20th century.

21

16. HOPPER , Edward

b. Nyack, 1882
d. New York, 1967

Rare autograph dedication on a copy
of Hopper’s retrospective exhibitions
catalogue owned by the renowned art
historian Lloyd Goodrich
60 pp., in fine condition.
With hard-case.

22

Rare autograph dedication signed “Edward Hopper” on a catalogue
of three retrospective exhibitions set up between February and June
1950. Hopper dedicates this volume to the author of the catalogue:
“To Lloyd Goodrich with appreciation”.
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17. KANDINSKY, Wassily

b. Moscow, 1866
d. Neuilly-sur-Seine, 1944
2 pp. (16,3 cm x 10,5 cm).
In good condition,
with light foxing spots

Autograph letter signed “Kandinsky” and dated “27 IX 22”,
by the Russian painter and art theorist, credited with being
the first abstract painter. Kandinsky congratulates his correspondent for attending the 1922’s Juryfreie Kunstausstellung in Berlin. In 1922 Kandinsky started teaching wall painting at the Bauhaus Institute, and with his students he created
four painted panels for that year’s Juryfreie Kunstausstellung.

18. MALTHUS, Thomas Robert

b. Westcott, 1766
d. Bath, 1834

The great economist thanks his correspondent for being elected as foreign member
of the Société Française
de Statistique Universelle.
1 p. In fine condition.

24

Autograph letter signed “T R M”, without date (early
1830s), by the English demographer and economist who
influenced the theories of demography with his “An Essay
on the Principle of Population” (1798). Malthus answers
a gentleman (presumably Moreau) expressing his pride
and gratitude for his election as a foreign member of the
French Society of Universal Statistics founded by César
Moreau (1791-1860) in 1829 (the predecessor of the current Société Française de Statistique) : “…Je verrai avec la
plus vive satisfaction mon nom insert dans une societe entitré pour des objets si interessans à l’humanité, et a legard
desquels specialement je m’occupe a observer les intuitions.
Je vous prie d’annoncer a la societe que j’adhere avec reconnaissance a l’election dont elle m’a trouvé digne…”. A nice
letter by the economist.
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19. NOBEL, Alfred

b. Stockholm, 1833
d. Sanremo, 1896
Important letter
on “unsuccessful
experiments”
1 p. in Swedish.
In fine condition.

26

Autograph letter signed “A. Nobel” dated “Sanremo d. 25/2 1896” by the
Swedish chemist, known for having invented dynamite and instituted the
Nobel Prizes. Nobel writes to Oscar Linngstrom about Carl Gustaf de
Laval’s patent. In full (translated) : “... It is very interesting that the matter
so far has come up to my expectations. But the principle does not seem to be
new – to judge by De Laval’s patent – we must first of all find out what has
already been done. While this would involve expenses and loss of time it is
still cheaper than to carry out something that has been done already. It is
possible that only unsuccessful experiments have been made, but it is necessary to know about them and to judge their scope in the way of patents ...”.
Carl Gustaf de Laval (1845-1913) was a Swedish engineer and inventor
who made important contributions to the design of steam turbines and
dairy machinery. The ‘de Laval nozzle’, used on steam turbines to convert
heat energy to kinetic energy, remains in use in modern rocket engines and jet turbines. He also invented the first centrifugal milk-cream
separator and developed early milking machines, the first of which he
patented in 1894 – perhaps the patent which Nobel references to here. A
highly desirable letter by the man whose name will be forever associated
with the iconic Nobel Prize.

20. PAVLOV, Ivan

b. Ryazan, 1849
d. Leningrad, 1936

1p. ½ in German.
In very good condition.

Rare autograph letter in German, signed “I. Pawlow” dated “St. Petersburg 21.XII 1904” by the Russian physiologist, best known for
his investigation of conditioned reflex through the use of experiments involving salivating dogs, awarded the Nobel Prize in Medicine in 1904. Pavlov writes to a colleague just a few days after
receiving the Nobel Prize in Stockholm (10/12/1904). Having just
returned home to Russia, Pavlov thanks his correspondent for a
telegram of congratulations he sent to him. He always remembers
his colleague’s visit to St. Petersburg and he fervently hopes that he
will get the independent position he has been applying

27

21. PICASSO, Pablo

b. Malaga, 1881
d. Mougins, 1973

Picasso’s brush drawings of mouths
alongside lipstick impressions
creates an attractive and fascinating
page.

Beautiful series of brush drawings by Picasso of seven identified
male mouths (including his own) alongside the lipstick impressions
of the female guests at a lunch at the home of the de Lazerme family in Perpignan in 1954. Jacques and Paule de Lazerme’s house in Perpignan is now the Hyacinthe Rigaud Museum. Between
1953 and 1955 Picasso often visited the de Lazermes, well-known
local philanthropists. The brush drawings are on a sheet bearing
Lazerme’s letterhead and are signed and dated in Picasso’s hand
“Perpignan le 9 Septembre 1954”. The quarto sheet shows thirteen mouths, six of which made with the guest’s mouth directly on
the paper, seven painted by Picasso himself, as well as thumbprints in black (including Picasso’s?). An additional drawing has had
teeth added in ballpoint by Picasso in a large mouth identified
in Picasso‘s hand as belonging to “Madame Montpellier”. Among
the other mouths drawn by Picasso we recognize those of his son
Pablo (Polo), Jacques de Lazerme, Picasso himself (with his signature in green ink above), Firmin Bauby from the pottery studio
in Perpignan and others. The female lipstick impressions belong
to Totote, a.k.a. Jeanne de Rochette, wife of sculptor Manolo Hugué (1872-1945), to Rosita, their adopted daughter, to Paule de Lazerme and others. A splendid artistic testimony of Picasso’s lively
meetings with some of his closest friends.
Included: photograph of Picasso in his studio, standing beside a big
painting with his signature.
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22. PROKOVIEF, Sergei

b. Sontsovka, 1891
d. Moscow, 1953

Prokovief tries to reach Rome for
attending a concert in the first days
of April 1926
2 pp. with letterhead
“Victoria Palace Hotel”
In fine condition

30

Autograph letter signed “Serge Prokofieff”, dated “Le 23 Mars 1926”
by the Russian composer pianist and conductor, considered one of
the greatest composers of the 20th century.
Prokovief writes to his correspondent in Rome about the problems
he had encountered in applying for visa for a concert in April [as
we learn from the letter of Apr. 5 1926 to Boris Vladimirovich, published in “Selected letters of Sergei Prokofiev” by Harlow Robinson,
Northeastern University Press, Boston, 1998] : “... Ce n’est qu’hier,
après 4 visites au Consulat et une perte énorme de temps, que j’ai
enfin obtenu les visas. En plus quand, les visas reçus, je suis allé aux
Wagons Lits, j’ai appris que tout était vendu jusqu’au 4 Avril. J’ai fait
télégrapheir à Turin me réservant un compartiment pour le 2 Avril,
dans le train quittant Turin à 8-15 du soir et arrivant à Rome le 3
Avril à 9-25 de matin. Voulez vous être bien aimable de nous réserver
une chambre dans un bon hôtel (mais pas dans un hôtel de luxe) et
d’écrire au nom de Madame Prokofieff à l’adresse ci-dessus le nom de
l’hôtel où cette réservation sera faite…”.

Charming musical quotation from La Bohème on a postcard signed “Giacomo Puccini”, dated “29.4.06” by the renowned Italian
opera composer. The photograph shows the villa owned by Puccini
in Chiatri with a hand note over the building saying “Si vende!”. A
quotation of one of Puccini’s most popular operas associated with
the reference to the sale of his house.

23. PUCCINI, Giacomo
b. Lucca, 1858
d. Brussels, 1924

With his Villa on sale, Puccini
inscribes a musical quotation from his
opera La Bohème.
1 p. (13,6 cm x 8,7 cm)
In fine condition.
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24. RIMSKI-KORSAKOV,
Nikolai
b. Tikhvine, 1844
d. Lioubensk, 1908

Rimski-Korsakov writes to his French
translator to make observations
around the translation of his works.

2 pp. in Cyrillic (13,5 cm 21,5 cm)
In fine condition.
Envelope included.

32

Autograph letter signed “N.R. Korsakov” (in Cyrillic), dated “23
April/6 Mai 1906 [Saint Petersburg]” by the Russian composer,
member of The Five Group. Rimski-Korsakov writes to Mikhail Ossipovitch, the French translator of the composer’s operas, sending
him notes stemming from observations made on his translations
(probably of Rimski-Korsakov’s opera Sadko (1898) by Vladimir
Stasov (1824- 1906), one of the most influent Russian critics of his
time. The composer suggests Ossipovitch take the observations
made by Stasov on board, because he has full confidence in his style.
He adds “...I agree that the French should adapt to the characters of
Russian poetry, and not that Russian poetry should adapt to French
taste...”. A very instructive letter reflecting the composer’s concern
for his translations.

25. RUBINSTEIN,
Anton
b. Vikhvatinets, 1829
d. Peterhof, 1894

1 p. (12,5 cm x 19,7 cm)
In fine condition.

Autograph letter signed “Ant. Rubinstein”, dated in pencil by another
hand “10 June 1859” by the Russian pianist and composer, founder of
the Saint Petersburg Conservatory. Rubinstein writes to the Belgian soprano Desirée Artôt (1835 – 1907) asking her for the names of the
songs she wants to sing at his concert. In full: “Je vous prie de grâce
aimable collègue de vouloir bien m’envoyer par écrit les noms de morceaux que vous désirez chanter à mon concert, vu que je dois en faire
imprimer maintenant le programme détaillé. Stockhausen se met a votre
disposition pour un Duo si vous le voulez et Mr Klindworth pour l’accompagnement au piano quand et où vous le voudrez. Mad. [Catherine]
Hayes chante l’air du “Freischutz” avec orchestre et des romances au piano, Stockhausen l’air du “Village voisin” avec orchestre et des romances
au piano, je vois donc que si vous faisiez de meme il ne manquerait plus
rien à ce concert pour en faire une fête pour les amateurs de musique ...” .
Rubinstein was in London at the time, and he may refer to the most
important event of that season of concerts in England, the concert held on the 11th of June at the Hanover Square Rooms, where
Artôt eventually sang an aria from Il Barbiere di Siviglia by Rossini.
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26. RAY, Man

b. Philadelphia, 1890
d. Paris, 1976
Man Ray has moved to Alice Bellony’sin Paris for closing his book’s
drafts.
For a total of 8 pp.
in various formats.
In fine condition

8 letters signed, of which 6 completely autograph, by the American
visual artist, who made a significant contribution to the Dada and
Surrealist movements. Ray writes to writer Alice Bellony (wife of
art critic John Rewald), who had lent her house in Paris to Man Ray
and his wife Juliet Browner who was recovering from an operation.
Ray is writing a book, presumably Autoportrait (1963), and provides
information on the progress of his endeavour.
A. “November 20 – 61” . TLS. Ray has moved into Bellony’s apartment, because rue Ferou, where his studio is, has roadworks going
on outside which make it unsuitable for writing. He informs her on
the progress of the book.
B. “Paris Dec. 16 – 61”. TLS. Ray sent Bellony a chapter of his book,
and she sent it back translated into French. They discuss it. Ray mentions the rallies at the end of 1961 linked to the Algerian war, heavily
repressed by the police.
C. “Paris Jan 2 – 62”. Ray manages Bellony’s house affairs and mentions his Christmas at Max Ernst’s house.
D. “Paris April 2 – 62”. Ray has finished his book and sent the manuscript to the editor.
E. “Paris April 9 –62”. Ray is back in his studio in rue Ferou, he is
now preparing events and arranging appointments for the coming
season.
F. “Paris le 3 - 1- 63”. Brief New-Year’s note : “Chers amis – Rien de
nouveau sauf l’année! Tout va bien”.
G. “Paris 25 - 1 - 63”. Ray is planning to go to New York.
H. “Paris 6 - 2 - 63”. Ray explains his plans for his trip to New York.
Included: Autograph letter signed, not dated, by Dorothea Tanning
(1910-2012), artist and wife of Max Ernst. Tanning writes to Alice
Bellony thanking her for the flowers she brought her and for her
presence, and then she lets herself go to a moment of nostalgia: “I’m
losing my mind – the news !! Caresse Crosby, Louise de V., Marie-Fauré, Yvonne Zervos – the end of an era – I guess it doesn’t mean much
to you but we lived in that world. Well – on to the next!”. 2 pp. In fine
condition.
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27. CATHERINE II
of Russia
b. Stettin, 1729
d. Saint Petersburg, 1796

The Tsarina congratulates her
correspondent for having identified
a gang of Titian art dealers.
1 p. (18,5 cm X 22,5 cm)
In good condition,
with some very light archiving
hand notes in red
on top right edge.
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Autograph letter signed by the Empress of Russia from 1762 to 1796.
The letter is dated as received the 12th of December 1765 and is addressed to the Count Ernst de Munnich (1707 – 1788), son of Count
Christoph von Munnich, nominated Head of customs by the Empress
in 1763. Munnich was making enquiries on behalf of the Empress on
the market of the great Italian works of art which where to be acquired for the Tsar’s collection, now for the most part preserved at the
Hermitage museum. The Empress says she is satisfied by the outcome of the Count’s enquiries on an apparent gang of “companions in
crime” around a “dealer in Titians”, and she recommends he pursue
his enquiries further, while she is away from Saint Petersburg (presumably resting in the so called “Catherine’s Palace” 24 km from Saint
Petersburg). In full (with misspellings): “Monsieur le Comte Munich,
je suis très satisfaite que les horreurs du marchand de Titiens et se ses
compagnons d’iniquité ce decouvrent. Continué cette affaire comme
vous l’avez comencé, il ne fait plus si froid ici que les premiers jours,
mais le chemin entre la ville et ici pourrait nuire a un convalescent, je me
porte bien et rieviendrés bientot. Vous avez beau dire le bien de l’Empire
ne souffrira pas de mon sejour d’ici. Adieu porté vous bien. Caterine”.
This enigmatic letter provides us with insight on the Italian art trade
at the time.

28. WEILL, Kurt

b. Dessau, 1900
d. New York, 1950

Three months before
leaving Germany,
Weill answers to a
writer who is writing
a piece on him.
1 p.
with typed letterhead :
“Kurt Weill
Berlin-Zehlendorf
Wissmannstr. 7”.
In fine condition

Typed letter signed in pencil “Kurt Weill” dated “1.1.1933” by the German Jewish composer, who studied with Ferruccio Busoni and had fruitful collaborations with Bertolt Brecht, such as his best-known work The
Threepenny Opera (Berlin, 1928). Weill writes to a gentleman, who is preparing a work on Weill : “… bitte entschuldigen Sie, dass ich Ihnen erst
heute schreibe. Ich war schwer in der Arbeit, da ich ein neues Stück beendet
habe. Ich bin natürlich gern bereit, alles zu tun, um Ihnen bei Ihrer Arbeit
behilflich zu sein. Viel Photos von meinen Aufführungen werde ich ja nicht
haben. Aber ich werde in den nächsten Tagen alles zusammensuchen und
Ihnen schicken. Der Verlag wird Ihnen gern alles Material, was Sie brauchen zur Verfügung stellen…” Translated : [Dear sir, I apologize for not
writing to you until today. I was hard at work because I just finished a
new piece. Of course I am willing to do anything to help you with your
work. I haven’t too many photos of my performances. But I will collect
everything in the next few days and send it to you. The publishing house will gladly provide you with all the material you need.]. Two months
later, as Hitler’s dictatorship was established, Weill fled Germany for the
United States.
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29. ZEMLINSKY,
Alexander von
b. Vienna, 1871
d. New York, 1942
1 p. in-obl.
In good condition.

Autograph letter with large signature “Alexandr Zemlinsky”, dated
“Berlin 21. Nov. [1933]” by the Austrian composer, student of Robert
and Johann Nepomuk Fuchs at Vienna conservatory and author of
orchestral, voice and piano works. Zemlinsky writes to his correspondent saying he is sending some photographs of his operas “Eine florentinische Tragödie” (1915) and “Kleider machen Leute” (1907). In
closing, he adds that his opera “Der Kreidelkreis” will be performed in
Berliner Staatsoper in April. A very significant letter at a time of increasing discrimination against Jewish people.
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